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(f) Peace officers' records of children shall be kept separate from
records of adults and shall not be open to public inspection.
SECTION 15. Hearings for children.-All cases of children shall
be dealt with as separate hearings by the court and without a jury.
The hearings shall be conducted in an informal manner and may be
adjourned from time to time. Stenographic notes or other transcript
of the hearings shall be required only if the court so orders. The
general public shall be excluded and only such persons admitted as
the judge shall find to have a direct interest in the case or in the work
of the court. The presence of the child in court may be waived by
the court at any stage of the proceedings. Hearings may be held at
any time or place within the county designated by the judge.
SECTION 16. Quarters for children.-Children detained by the
court shall be quartered in such private home or institution as the
judge may direct.
SECTION 17. Action by court after exercising jurisdiction of
child.-When a child is found by the court to come within the pro-
visions of Section 7 of this act, the court shall so decree and in its
decree shall make a finding of the facts upon which the court ex-
ercises its jurisdiction over the child. Upon such decree the court
may by order duly entered proceed as follows:
(a) Place the child on probation or under supervision in his
own home or in the custody of a suitable person elsewhere, upon
such conditions as the court may determine. Probation shall mean
casework services during a continuance of the case. Probation shall
not be ordered or administered as a punishment, but as a measure
for the protection, guidance and well being of the child and his family.
Probation methods shall be directed to the discovery and correction
of the basic causes of maladjustment and to the development of the
child's personality and character, with the aid of the social resources
of the community.
(b) Commit the child to the custody or to the guardianship of
a public or private institution or agency authorized to care for chil-
dren or to place them in family homes, or under the guardianship
of a suitable person. Such commitment shall be for an indeterminate
period but in no event shall continue beyond the child's twenty-first
birthday. In committing a child to a private institution or agency the
court shall select one that is approved by the State Board of Public
Welfare.


